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pacific  yearly  meeting 
of  friends 


IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  FORGOTTEN 


Charles  Sanders,  a member  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee’s  staff  in  San  Francisco  (1830  Sutter 
Street,  San  Francisco  15,  Calif.)  gives  the  following  report 
on  a concern  which  has  been  associated  with  Friends  for 
many  years. 

"I’m  glad  you’re  here,”  whispered  a shy  patient 
at  the  Agnews  State  Hospital.  "There  is  really  a 
different  attitude  around  since  you’ve  been  here.” 
This  was  a typical,  spontaneous  response  to  the  ten 
volunteers  working  during  the  past  summer  in  this 
institution  for  the  mentally  ill. 

Most  Friends  are  familiar  with  the  Institutional 
Service  Unit  program  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  a program 
which  began  in  1943  when  men  in  Civilian  Public 
Service  volunteered  to  relieve  the  war  time  shortage 
of  attendants  in  mental  hospitals.  Since  World  War 
II  more  than  four  hundred  young  people  of  all 
races  and  religious  beliefs  have  been  brought  to- 
gether by  the  A.F.S.C.  to  take  understanding  and 
sympathetic  care  of  those  in  state  institutions.  Last 
summer  at  Agnews,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Northern  California  office  of  the  AFSC,  an  innova- 
tion was  made  in  using  members  of  this  unit  as  full 
time  workers  in  recreational  and  occupational  ther- 
apy, rather  than  as  attendants  only  as  heretofore. 
There  was  another  difference  in  that  the  state  paid 
only  for  meals,  uniforms  and  laundry.  It  is  expected, 
however,  as  a result  of  this  demonstration,  that  to 
future  members  of  full  time  units  a stipend  will  be 
added. 

Is  life  in  a mental  institution  better  today  than 
during  earlier  times  when  Friends  were  prompted  so 
vigorously  to  concern?  Does  the  care  for  patients 
in  California’s  institutions  exceed  that  of  the  "snake 
pits”  of  other  localities  and  of  other  days?  Certainly 
the  answer  to  these  questions  is  "yes”.  Although 
more  facilities  are  needed  everywhere,  living  con- 
ditions are  much  better.  Although  still  too  small, 
the  hospital  staff  is  better  trained.  The  growth  of 
knowledge  in  recognizing  that  the  mentally  ill  are 
emotionally  sick  as  others  are  physically  sick  has 
brought  about  improved  attitudes,  granted  more 
freedom,  given  more  attention  to  the  day  of  return 
to  normal  life  in  a "normal”  society. 

But  even  one  of  the  better  hospitals,  such  as 
Agnews,  is  still  far  from  providing  the  ideal  treat- 
ment. Here  there  are  three  psychiatrists  for  3700 
patients,  5 staff  employees  engaged  in  recreational 
and  occupational  therapy  and  too  few  attendants. 
There  is  an  appalling  lack  of  case-work  when  pa- 
tients are  being  prepared  for  leaving,  case-work 
which  might  discover  the  outside  circumstances 


which  differed  from  those  circumstances  out  of  which 
the  patient  came,  with  which  the  patient  had  been 
unable  to  deal  successfully.  Out-patient,  clinical  help 
with  good  case-work  assistance  is  still  unavailable 
for  many  patients,  who  with  such  help  would  be 
able  to  leave  the  institution. 

Let  us  see  what  Friends  can  contribute — or  should 
contribute  to  this  work.  Few  of  us  are  professionals 
— how  can  we  be  useful?  One  answer  to  this  lies 
in  the  very  nature  of  traditional  Friends’  concern; 
we  witness  to  other  "children  of  God”,  whether 
across  national  or  institutional  walls,  our  feeling 
of  unity  and  our  desire  to  be  helpful  in  time  of 
trouble.  The  responses  shown  to  the  Unit  at  Agnews 
indicates  that  this  is  possible.  Why  particularly  at 
Agnews  ? There  is  probably  no  general  category 
of  persons  who  feel  more  fundamentally  alone  than 
do  those  who  are  emotionally  disintegrated.  Delu- 
sions, severe  exhilarations  and  depressions,  all  the 
unreal  worlds  to  which  people  go  are  in  fact  com- 
pensations for  and  escapes  from  that  void  of  love 
in  their  own  lives, — the  abysmal  life  of  growing 
up  alone.  Of  course,  there  are  other  causes  of  men- 
tal illness,  but  even  for  many  of  these  the  patients’ 
spiritual  antennae  are  very  sensitive  to  friendly 
caring.  "In  the  service  of  the  forgotten”  is  the 
AFSC  phrase  for  our  work.  So  many  are  "forgotten” 
by  those  whom  they  once  knew,  and  those  who  may 
not  be  forgotten  feel  that  they  are.  We  can  not 
overestimate  the  therapeutic  value  of  friendly  caring, 
for  though  we  cannot  judge  its  results  in  each  case 
it  is  doubtful  if  recovery  in  even  the  most  difficult 
cases  occurs  without  it! 

There  were  ten  members  of  the  Unit:  Beryl  Anne 
Barnes,  David  Colburn,  Danny  Dibble,  Olwen  Hus- 
kins.  Dale  Lindsey,  C.  Eugene  Mallory,  Patricia 
Miller,  Anne  Mount,  Phyllis  Sprinkle  and  Jerome 
Vogle.  After  a three-week  introductory  period  of 
attending  courses,  working  as  attendants  and  in 
part-time  recreation  work  on  week-ends  and  in  the 
evenings,  the  unit  spent  the  remaining  six  weeks 
full  time  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff  director 
of  occupational  therapy.  The  work  was  varied. 
Music  ability  was  high  in  the  Unit  and  with  the  help 
of  gifted  patients  they  went  to  twenty  wards  each 
week  with  programs  which  included  group  singing. 
One  of  the  dramatic  instances  of  response  to  this 
activity  occurred  on  a ward  for  chronic  patients. 
A catatonic,  depressed  patient  began  to  sway  in  time 
to  the  music.  In  a few  minutes  she  seemed  to  come 
out  of  her  habitually  dejected  attitude,  to  open  her 
eyes,  and  to  reflect  through  her  whole  body  the 
rhythm  of  the  music.  A nurse  remarked  that  this 
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was  the  first  time  for  months  that  this  patient  had 
shown  interest  in  anything. 

Other  members  worked  in  the  shop  directing 
various  crafts,  such  as  leather  and  copper  work  and 
weaving.  They  led  recreation,  volleyball,  softball 
and  croquet.  Danny  Dibble,  from  Washington,  was 
specially  experienced  in  folk  dancing.  With  the 
assistance  of  the  others  he  led  instruction  and  called 
dances  for  70  to  100  chronic  patients  in  the  hos- 
pital annex  and  revived  a social  event  which  had 
gone  on  in  the  main  hospital  before  the  unit’s  ar- 
rival. 

Phyllis  Sprinkle,  from  Illinois,  produced  a variety 
show.  She  wrote  the  skits — it  was  an  old-fashioned 
melodrama — and  with  the  staff  music  therapist 
selected  the  cast,  made  costumes,  props  and  scenery 
and  directed  the  show.  Performed  at  both  annex 
and  main  hospital  the  audience  participated  as  well 
as  the  cast.  More  than  the  shows,  the  cast  enjoyed 
the  hours  of  practice.  Said  one  patient:  ”.  . . means 
are  more  important  than  ends.  What  are  we  going 
to  do  when  the  show  is  over  and  we  can  no  longer 
practice.^” 

There  is  planned  a continuation  of  this  ISU  pro- 
gram to  overcome  patient  idleness,  and  initial 
arrangements  for  units  to  work  on  week-ends 
throughout  the  winter  are  promising.  It  may  be 
possible  for  not  only  those  of  college  age,  but  for 
older  persons  to  participate.  If  this  works  well  at 
Agnews,  it  is  a pattern  which  could  be  developed 
with  interested  people  and  a local  sponsoring  com- 
mittee near  other  mental  hospitals. 

In  all  the  plans  at  Agnews  the  participation  of 
the  College  Park  Meeting  in  San  Jose  was  helpful 
in  providing  a sponsoring  committee  and  in  giving 
the  Unit  a chance  to  meet  with  Friends.  Herbert 
Jones  and  Marion  Werner  served  on  the  local  com- 
mittee and  welcomed  the  Unit  to  meetings  for 
worship.  On  one  week  end  the  Unit  and  members 
of  the  Meeting  worked  together  in  building  the  new 
dining  hall  at  Ben  Lomond  camp. 

David  Colburn  was  member-director  of  the  Unit 
and  with  his  wife  Catherine  helped  tremendously  in 
giving  the  Unit  a group  experience  in  service  and 
understanding.  Dave  is  a student  at  the  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  at  Berkeley  and  will  fortunately 
be  available  for  the  continuing  program  at  Agnews. 
Stephen  Thiermann,  executive  secretary  of  the  San 
Francisco  AFSC  office  made  initial  arrangements  for 
the  program  with  the  State  Department  of  Mental 
Hygiene. 

The  response  by  patients  and  staff  at  Agnews 
Hospital  has  been  rewarding.  It  seems  evident  that 
volunteer  services  can  be  of  much  help  to  the 
mentally  ill.  There  is  great  vitality  in  the  purpose 
of  the  Units  to  carry  back  through  participants  to 
local  communities  a more  nearly  correct  picture  of 
mental  illness  and  of  mental  hospitals. 

Out  of  every  18  persons  in  our  society  one  spends 
some  part  of  his  or  her  life  in  a mental  institution. 
Add  to  this  number  those  who  are  affected  by  being 
the  family,  friends,  and  associates.  This  is  an  area 
of  need  which  concerns  us  all. 

Charles  Sanders 


THIS  ISSUE 

Do  you  live  in  the  life  and  power  which  takes  away  the 
occasion  of  all  wars?  Do  you  seek  to  take  your  part  in 
the  ministry  of  reconciliation  between  individuals,  groups 
and  nations?  Do  you  faithfully  maintain  our  testimony 
against  military  training  and  other  preparation  for  war 
and  against  participation  in  war  as  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  and  teaching  of  Christ?  In  all  your  relations 
with  others  do  you  treat  them  as  brothers  and  equals? 

(Twelfth  Query,  Revised  in  1946) 

I am  glad  that  this  12th  query  concerning  our 
peace  testimony  is  included  in  the  section  headed 
"Personal  Living”,  rather  than  under  "Responsi- 
bilities Outside  the  Meetings”  where  we  consider 
civic  problems  and  our  social  and  economic  rela- 
tionships. Human  brotherhood,  this  query’s  title, 
which  grows  out  of  the  life  and  power  in  your  and 
my  life,  and  which  takes  away  the  occasion  of  all 
wars  is  indeed  a personal,  by-your-own-fireside, 
searching  matter. 

Do  you  know  Gibran’s  terrible  parable  "The  Sleep 
Walkers”  1 

"In  the  town  where  I was  born  lived  a woman  and  her 
daughter,  who  walked  in  their  sleep.  One  night,  while 
silence  enfolded  the  world,  the  woman  and  her  daughter 
walking,  yet  asleep,  met  in  their  mist-veiled  garden. 

"And  the  mother  spoke  and  she  said:  'At  last,  at  last, 
my  enemy!  You  by  whom  my  youth  was  destroyed — ^who 
have  built  up  your  life  upon  the  ruins  of  mine ! Would 
I could  kill  you!’ 

"And  the  daughter  spoke,  and  she  said:  'O  hateful 
woman,  selfish  and  old ! Who  stand  between  my  freer 
self  and  me!  Who  would  have  my  life  an  echo  of  your 
own  faded  life!  Would  you  were  dead!’ 

"At  that  moment,  a cock  crew,  and  both  women  awoke. 
The  mother  said  gently.  'Is  that  you,  darling?’  And  the 
daughter  answered  gently,  'Yes,  dear.’  ’’ 

This  parable  like  those  of  Jesus  is  deeply  disturb- 
ing. It  calls  to  mind  all  the  "workers  for  the  Lord” 
who  work  away  from  home:  the  supporters  for  the 
N.A.A.C.P.  who  will  not  encourage  the  colored 
people  to  live  next  door:  all  those  who  love  the 
enemy,  but  hate  the  Russian. 

No  one  but  you  can  truly  tell  and  define  what  is 
the  issue  of  the  day  for  you.  But  once  we  will 
recogni2e  it  as  ours,  terrible  and  wonderful  as 
opportunity  and  "opening”,  surely  we  will  be 
driven  together  for  the  strength  and  spiritual 
courage  which  will  ultimately  lead  us  to  inward 
peace. 

Ed.  Sanders 

Births: 

Walter  Arthur,  8/19/50,  to  Gertrude  and  Stewart 
Mulford,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

Married: 

Emily  Autenrieth  and  Paul  Lewis,  8/15/50, 
Eugene,  Oregon.  At  home:  Maupin,  Oregon. 

Margaret  C.  Haworth  and  Bruce  Replogle, 
9/1/50,  First  Friends  Church,  Pasadena.  Margaret 
is  the  daughter  of  Harry  and  Esther  Haworth: 
Bruce  is  son  of  Delbert  and  Ruth  Replogle.  The 
couple  have  returned  to  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  where  Bruce  is  a junior. 
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BERKELEY  MEETING 

A well  printed  newsletter  now  comes  from  Berkeley, 
the  work  of  Vincent  and  Charlotte  Evensen  of  Life- 
Stream  Foundation  (2337  Grant  Street,  Berkeley)  as 
printers  and  Marjorie  Leavitt,  as  editor.  . . Harry  Med- 
ley has  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Meeting  . . . 
Bob  Barnes  has  gone  to  Los  Angeles  and  lives  near 
Friends  House  . . . Bob  Worth  is  studying  medicine  in 
North  Carolina  . . . Janet  Barber  has  returned  from 
spending  a few  months  with  the  A.F.S.C.  in  Mexico  . . . 
Newly-married  Margot  (Margaret  Taylor)  and  Andy 
Zehr  are  now  at  U.C.  and  living  at  855  Indian  Rock  Ave., 
Berkeley,  Calif.  • 


BEN  LOMOND  CAMP-SAN  JOSE  MEETING 

Herbert  Kreincamp  (Supervisor,  1295  Davis  St.,  San 
Jose,  Calif.)  writes:  ".  . . previous  correspondence  has 
given  you  many  of  the  basic  steps  in  developing  Ben 
Lomond  Camp.  Further  information  was  brought  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting.  The  splendid  cooperation  between  the 
Sequoia  Seminar  and  the  Friends  has  aided  greatly  in 
making  this  second  year  of  the  Ben  Lomond  Boy’s  Camp 
a satisfactory  program.  Two  camps  were  held  for  boys 
of  the  ’teen  age;  and  the  friendship  between  the  various 
creeds  and  races  there  fostered  was  gratifying  to  all  who 
observed  . . . 

"The  plan  is  now  to  prepare  for  a banner  year  in  1951. 
It  is  the  plan  of  the  Sequoia  group  to  hold  seminars  start- 
ing in  June,  1951  at  the  Ben  Lomond  camp.  The  dining 
hall  may  serve  the  seminars  and  boys’  camps  jointly  and 
separately  as  their  schedules  suggest.  There  has  been 
good  cooperation  in  the  past.  Each  will  complement  the 
other  in  the  future:  such  is  the  faith  of  the  committees 
in  charge.” 


UNIVERSITY  MEETING-SEATTLE 

Lola  Williams,  George  MacNichols,  and  Benjamin 
Darling  gave  reports  on  the  Yearly  Meeting  held  in 
Berkeley  . . . The  Meeting  was  happy  to  welcome  Floyd 
SCHMOE  back  from  Japan  and  a successful  summer  in 
helping  to  rebuild  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  ...  In 
approving  the  item  in  the  annual  budget  for  food  to 
German  Friends,  it  was  suggested  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  Service  Committee  so  the  Meeting  will  know  that  its 
gifts  are  really  needed.  A very  appreciative  letter  had 
been  received  from  the  German  Friends  saying  they  were 
not  in  dire  need,  but  the  items  furnished  brought  com- 
fort and  cheer,  especially  to  the  old  people  . . . Mildred 
Joyce,  Ruth  Schmoe  and  Margaret  Terrell  were 
appointed  a committee  to  define  all  committee  responsi- 
bilities . . . Gertrude  Shinn  has  been  named  Clerk  of 
Ministry  and  Counsel  . . . The  Meeting  welcomed  into 
membership  Dick  and  Fay  Knapp  (6025  Vassar,  Seattle, 
Wash.)  . . . Two  withdrawals  were  noted:  Joe  Wilken- 
ING  from  Ministry  and  Counsel  due  to  being  away  from 
the  city  and  Albert  Pearson  from  membership  in  the 
Meeting.  Appreciation  and  regrets  were  extended  to  both 
men  . . . Mollie  McWilliams  Herford  has  moved  to 
123  Loma  Alta  Ave.,  Los  Gatos  Calif.  Her  third  baby, 
John  McWilliam  Herford  was  recently  born  . . .Warren 
and  Emmett  Scholl  have  a creative  dramatics  class  for 
children,  7-9  years  old,  each  Sunday  morning  at  10:00. 
Care  for  younger  ones  is  being  planned.  Margarete  Coe 
is  leading  a discussion  at  this  hour  for  adults  on  the 
London  discipline  . . . (Excerpts  from  newsletter  and  notes 
of  regular  Monthly  Meeting  for  business.) 


ORANGE  GROVE  MEETING 

Ruth  Wendt  (2196  Navarro,  Altadena,  Calif.)  recent- 
ly returned  from  a trip  to  Europe  reported  to  the  Meet- 
ing: "This  past  summer  I visited  the  Friends’  Meeting  in 
Paris  and  7 in  Germany,  spent  3 days  with  friends  in 
Ludwigshaufen.  Everyone  was  anxious  to  talk  to  some- 


body from  Orange  Grove.  Some  families  had  received 
help  from  non-Friends  through  Pasadena-Shares;  it  was 
wonderful  to  see  the  happy  faces  when  we  met  at  the 
Quaker  barracks.  Since  I couldn’t  be  at  the  Sunday  meet- 
ing, the  Quakers  at  Hamburg  and  Karlsruhe  called  a mid- 
week meeting.  It  was  a warm  experience  to  exchange 
personal  greeting  with  people  I'd  only  known  through 
letters.  Our  Friend,  Amalie  Schlosser,  came  to  Marburg 
(two  hours  by  train)  to  greet  me  and  we  had  a fine 
afternoon  at  the  home  of  Eva  and  Carl  Hermann.  In 
Frankfurt  the  Ockel  family  asked  about  our  Meeting  and 
told  what  our  help  had  meant  to  Friends. 

"The  highlight  of  my  trip  was  Yearly  Meeting  in  Berlin 
where  over  50  Friends  from  the  Russian  Zone  participated. 
Out  of  488  members,  120  are  in  the  Eastern  Zone.  They 
are  allowed  to  have  Meetings,  but  can  lose  that  privilege 
any  moment.  . .” 

Welcome  home  to  members  of  the  Meeting  was  given 
to  Paul  and  Jean  Johnson,  home  from  work  with  the 
U.N.  in  Gaza  and  to  Beverly  and  John  Stamm  with 
children  Liesa  and  Michael,  home  from  Schenectady, 
N.Y.,  and  now  living  at  306  Ventura  Ave.,  Altadena,  Calif. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  MEETING 

MARTHA  S.  CALLEY,  1861-1950 

Six  years  ago  Martha  S.  Calley,  our  faithful  friend  and 
companion,  came  to  us  when  we  sorely  needed  her.  Obedi- 
ent to  the  Inward  Light  she  ministered  to  us  humbly  and 
sincerely  week  after  week,  and  her  sweetness  and  strength 
cheered  and  inspired  us.  Her  Quaker  background  and 
rich  experience  guided  us  and  did  much  to  shape  the  spirit 
of  the  Meeting.  Her  faith  in  God  was  absolute  and  the 
influence  of  her  ministry  will  live  as  long  as  our  Meeting 
lasts. 

She  loved  little  children  and  hoped  for  a First  Day 
School.  She  enjoyed  our  social  meetings  and  was  happy 
when  young  people  attended.  She  left  us  on  Second  day. 
Tenth  month,  1950.  Her  passing  is  our  loss  and  her 
guiding  presence  will  ever  be  felt  by  us  all  . . . 

Signed  on  behalf  of  San  Francisco  Monthly  Meeting 

Arthur  D.  Hall,  Clerk 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

From  the  Japan  Friends  News  (No.  37,  20  South  12th 
St.,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.)  comes  news  of  Herbert  and 
Madeline  Nicholson:  "We  are  sure  that  Friends  in 
this  country  will  be  interested  in  this  article  from  a 
Japanese  newspaper,  dated  June  18,  and  translated  by 
Takeshi  Yoshiyasu.  It  was  accompanied  by  a photograph 
of  Herbert  and  Madeline  and  son,  Donald.  We  under- 
stand that  the  residence  in  Karuizawa  referred  to  is 
temporary.  The  heading  was: 

Nicholson  s biography  to  be  added  to  the  Japanese 
Elementary  School  Text  Book. 

Herbert  Nicholson  and  his  family  are  living  in  Karu- 
izawa. Herbert  is  popularly  known  as  Our  Uncle  of 
Goats.  Japanese  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  are 
planning  to  draft  Herbert  Nicholson’s  biography  which 
will  be  included  in  the  Fifth  Grade  text  book  of  the 
Elementary  Schools.  A newspaper  reporter  visited  Herbert 
in  his  Karuizawa  cottage.  His  wife  welcomed  the  reporter, 
and  treated  him  with  a cup  of  hot  coffee.  Herbert  received 
more  than  fifty  letters  of  thanks  from  many  Japanese  who 
received  help  f/om  him.  He  told  the  reporter  he  wanted 
to  help  especially  the  miserable,  unemployed  people . . . 
Herbert  meets  many  visitors  every  day.’  ” 

■1:  ^ .1; 

Humphrey  J.  Fisher,  a member  of  the  Florida  Avenue 
Friends  Meeting  in  Washington,  D.C.,  is  a student  this 
year  at  the  Telluride  School,  Deep  Springs,  California. 
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WOMEN  AGAINST  WAR 

A number  of  times  at  our  Yearly  Meeting  I was 
on  the  point  of  rising  to  my  feet  to  tell  of  our 
"Women  Against  War”,  but  I wasn’t  sure  of  a 
clear  leading  or  the  opportunity  to  speak  was  seized 
by  someone  else!  I do  wonder,  however,  if  it 
might  not  be  appropriate  now  ...  so  that  any  who 
are  interested  may  contact  us — Women  Against 
War,  1032  West  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles  7,  Calif. 

A group  of  women  here  in  Los  Angeles,  mostly 
church  women,  touched  off  by  an  appeal  from  New 
York  in  the  spring,  stemming  from  a group  of 
women  in  the  F.O.R.,  War  Resisters  League,  and 
others,  calling  themselves  "Mothers  Against  War”, 
met  and  drew  up  our  own  affirmation: 

"Faced  with  the  threat  of  a third  world  war  which 
may  destroy  mankind,  I feel  compelled  to  speak  out. 

I believe  war  to  be  futile  and  immoral.  I refuse  to 
take  part  in  any  war  and  am  committed  to  do  all  in 
my  power  to  halt  the  militarization  of  our  people.” 

We  called  ourselves  W omen  Against  War.  Since 
spring,  our  fellowship  has  grown  and,  including 
many  who  live  so  far  away  they  cannot  meet  with 
us,  we  now  number  over  a hundred. 

It  is  not  numbers,  however,  with  which  we  are 
chiefly  concerned.  It  is  the  thoroughgoing  com- 
mitment and  testimony  which  are  significant.  We 
believe  the  time  has  come  when  those  of  us  who 
recognize  deep  in  our  hearts  the  sin  of  war  must 
stand  up  and  be  counted.  If  we  see  clearly  the 
incompatibility  of  war  and  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
we  must  speak  out  and  bear  witness. 

It  seems  to  us  that  as  women,  concerned  with  the 
creating  and  preserving  of  life,  we  have  a special 
interest  and  a moral  responsibility  to  make  an  out- 
and-out  stand  for  peace  and  against  war.  And  will 
not  women  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  which  has 
always  recognized  that  evil  cannot  be  overcome 
with  evil,  but  must  ultimately  give  way  before  re- 
demptive love,  feel  led  to  join  openly  in  this  indi- 
vidual, deep  commitment? 

As  with  the  F.O.R.  it  is  intended  that  those  of 
us  signing  the  statement  of  commitment  shall  work 
out  in  our  own  ways  the  intent  of  the  commitment. 
It  means  a real  heart  searching,  a continued  seek- 
ing to  remove  from  our  own  lives  the  roots  of 
violence,  taking  time  individually  and  in  groups  to 
think  through  the  implications  of  our  commitment, 
and  a serious,  consistent  effort  to  live  out  these  im.pli- 
cations  in  our  daily  life  and  in  all  relationships. 

There  may  be  those  who  will  say,  as  was  well  ex- 
pressed at  Yearly  Meeting,  that  we  cannot  expect 
to  transform  the  world  or  even  to  lead  a single 
individual  to  a non-violent  way  of  life  until  we 
ourselves  truly  "live  in  the  virtue  of  that  life  and 
power  that  takes  away  the  occasion  of  all  wars”; 
that  that  which  is  of  prime  importance  is  for  us  to 
become  "whole”  persons  knowing  from  firsthand 
inner  experience  peace  which  is  creative  and  effec- 
tive; then  and  then  only  is  there  a chance  of  chang- 
ing our  world. 

This  is  a sobering  thought  and  I am  sure  that  of 
many  of  us,  earnest  self-searching  and  self-discipline 
are  required.  But  dare  we  wait  for  complete  attain- 


ment? Our  boys  and  young  men  are  compelled  to 
choose  7^ow.  And  within  some  of  us,  as  Walt  Raitt 
said  at  Yearly  Meeting;  ".  . . there  wells  up  the 
irresistible  urge  to  say  'no’ — and  to  stand  with  those 
to  whom  the  choice  comes  and  cannot  be  thrust 
aside”.  It  is  women  of  such  mind  whom  we  invite 
to  join  us  in  this  open  commitment  against  war  and 
for  peace. 

Margaret  T.  Simkin 


* * * 

More  recently  Margaret  Simkin  has  written  some 
details  of  a recent  project  which  may  illustrate  the 
Women  Against  \\"ar  in  action.  "When  a woman  unites 
with  us  in  our  purpose  to  oppose  war  she  receives  five 
cards  each  with  the  statement  of  commitment  in  it.  One 
she  keeps  as  a constant  reminder  of  her  purpose.  Four 
are  addressed  and  are  ready  for  the  mailbox  as  soon  as 
she  signs  them:  i)  to  President  Truman,  2)  to  Secretary' 
of  State  Dean  Acheson,  3)  to  Secretary  of  Defense,  George 
C.  Marshall,  and  4)  to  Women  Against  War  for  our 
records.  The  mailing  of  these  cards  is,  therefore,  a part 
of  the  ".  . . standing  up  and  being  counted”  program. 

"The  most  recent  activity  of  our  group  was  the  alerting 
of  the  F.O.R.  office  (and  through  that  organization  other 
peace  groups)  of  the  intent  of  the  American  Legion  (dur- 
ing its  National  Convention)  to  send  speakers  to  address 
Los  Angeles  high  school  and  junior  college  students  on 
the  subject  of  Universal  Military  Training.  As  you  know, 
in  spite  of  protest  by  parents,  ministers  and  other  leaders. 
City  School  Superintendent  Stoddard  was  unable  to  resist 
the  Legion  pressure  and  their  speakers  are  reported  to 
have  presented  their  "security  program”  to  18  high 
schools  and  3 junior  colleges. 

A fair  sampling  of  this  "program”  may  be  obtained 
from  the  following  quote: 

"Three  things  are  necessary  for  a strong  America: 
mobilized  industry,  transportation,  and  trained  man- 
power. Through  U.M.T.  we  can  provide  the  trained 
manpower.  It  would  be  under  civil  control  positively 
but  would  be  under  military  direction  . . . The  four 
to  six  months  in  camps  doesn’t  train  a man;  it  is  an 
indoctrination,  a familiarization  with  all  the  arms.” 
Participants  in  this  W omen  Against  War  project  in- 
cluded Polly  Cole,  Katharine  Brandt  (a  mother  of  a 19 
year  old  son  and  twin  boys  of  16),  Jeanne  Bobilin, 
Zelda  Anderson  and  Margaret  Simkin. 


From  North  Carolina  comes  word  of  Mary  and  Jack 
Phillips  and  • daughter  Ellen  (60  University  Trailer 
Court,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.):  "We  love  receiving  the 
Bulletin!  ! . . . We  are  enjoying  Chapel  Hill  very 
much.  There  is  a small  Friends  Meeting  here  and  so 
many  C.P.S.  families  around  that  were  having  a re- 
union . . . Jack  is  teaching  two  courses — History  of 
Philosophy  and  Introduction.  He  takes  Advanced  Logic 
and  is  auditing  a seminar  in  Medieval  Philosophy  . . . 
interest  in  teaching  and  enthusiasm  for  philosophy  really 
bloomed  last  year  and  seems  to  continue  to  flourish  . . . 
Ellen  is  walking  now  and  "talking”  a strange  assortment 
of  odd  jibberish.  She’s  lovable,  sociable  and  spunky  in  a 
wholesome  Pacific-Ackworthy  sort  of  way.”  And  so  is 
coined  a new  modifier:  "Pacific-Ackworthy”! 


In  these  days  at  least  a dollar  is  at  the  least  we’ve 
ever  known ! It’s  probably  the  same  with  you,  Friend, 
but  your  contributions  and  support  provide  one  of 
the  few  stable  elements  that  we  know. 

at  least  a dollar 
Friends  Bulletin 
714  West  California 
Pasadena  2,  Calif. 
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SIGN  OF  THE  TIMES 

Many  Friends  have  seen  in  their  daily  newspapers  and 
the  weekly  Time  (10/9/50,  pp  64-65)  an  account  of 
Fairhope,  Alabama  Friends  planning  to  sell  their  property 
and  to  go  to  Costa  Rica.  The  following  excerpts  are  taken 
from  a letter  written  by  Ruth  Mendenhall,  mother  of 
Hubert  Mendenhall,  a successful  dairyman  who  is  leader 
of  the  group,  to  her  double-cousin,  Marian  Gooden, 
(2666  Olive  Ave.,  Altadena,  Cal.)  member  of  Villa  Street 
Meeting,  Pasadena. 

".  . . Now  for  what  we  are  thinking  of  for  the  future. 
I wish  I knew  what  you  have  heard  and  what  you  would 
like  to  know  about  our  proposed  move  to  Costa  Rica. 
There  has  been  quite  a bit  of  talk  around  here  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  about  whether  there  was  any  other 
country  where  people  are  more  free  from  military  con- 
trols than  here.  And  as  time  goes  on  with  the  draft  for 
our  young  men,  the  prospect  of  universal  military  train- 
ing, all  the  controls  and  the  taxes  which  make  it  impos- 
sible for  any  of  us  to  avoid  aiding  in  the  war  effort,  we 
have  thought  more  about  it. 

"Last  6th  month  Hubert  and  Mildred  went  on  a 
Farmers’  Goodwill  Tour  to  Central  America  sponsored  by 
International  House  at  New  Orleans.  They  went  by  plane 
and  were  gone  two  and  a half  weeks.  As  they  went  from 
country  to  country,  they  saw  something  in  each  that 
they  would  not  wish  to  live  with,  till  they  came  to 
Costa  Rica.  The  government  there  has  been  stable  for 
many  years  with  the  exception  of  a small  revolution  two 
or  three  years  ago  to  put  out  some  communists  who  had 
gotten  in  office.  There  is  no  standing  army  or  prepara- 
tions for  war,  so  they  do  not  have  to  tax  for  that.  I think 
they  said  there  was  a police  force  of  700  men.  The 
government  seems  very  friendly  to  a group  of  people 
who  say  they  do  not  believe  in  fighting.  Of  course,  as 
some  say,  it  may  not  always  be  so,  but  we  feel  we  would 
like  to  be  in  a small  country  which  might  be  taken  over, 
rather  than  a militaristic  one.  It  is  an  agricultural  country 
with  no  oil  and  very  few  minerals. 

"After  a good  deal  of  consideration,  Hubert,  Cecil  and 
Howard  went  back  and  looked  things  over  more  care- 
fully. It  was  finally  decided  that  it  would  be  right  to 
move  there  if  we  could  get  passports  and  dispose  of  things 
here.  Most  have  their  passports  and  Arthurs  have  sold 
their  place  and  store  property.  We  have  sold  our  beach 
place  and  there  are  good  prospects  for  the  farm.  It  seems 
like  a great  undertaking,  but  way  has  seemed  to  open  so 
far,  and  we  will  have  to  go  on  faith  for  the  future. 

"Arthurs,  Howards,  Huberts,  Cecils  and  Mary,  Elwood 
and  I are  expecting  to  go  besides  Wilford  Guindon  and  his 
bride.  He  is  to  be  married  the  14th  of  next  month  to 
Lucile  Standing,  Gilbert  and  Asenath's  youngest  daughter. 
[Lucile  is  also  niece  of  Charles  Standing,  recent  super- 
intendent of  Barnesville  School}  . . . There  may  be  others 
coming  later.  The  boys  who  were  imprisoned  have  pass- 
ports [Wilford  Guindon,  Marvin  and  Howard  Rockwell 
were  imprisoned  for  not  registering  under  the  Selective 
Service  Act,  1948},  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  draft  boards  will  try  to  stop  them  going.  It  seems 
the  pioneer  spirit  is  not  dead  yet.  The  Rockwells  have 
tried  most  every  part  of  this  country  now — they  have  to 
try  some  other.  I often  think  of  how  they  went  to  Iowa 
with  small  children  and  old  people.  At  least  it  will  not 
be  cold  where  we  are  going.  The  low  lands  near  the  coast 
are  coffee  and  banana  country.  We  expect  to  be  in  a 
higher  valley  where  the  temperature  is  around  70  degrees. 
Those  who  have  been  there  say  it  is  a wonderful  climate, 
and  all  like  the  people,  who  are  very  friendly. 

"But  it  will  be  real  pioneering  in  a virgin,  timber 
country.  Not  even  much  of  roads  near  the  place  yet.  It 
is  being  opened  up  more  now  on  account  of  air  travel. 
We  are  expecting  to  go  by  air  so  it  won't  take  long  on 
the  way.  Will  likely  ship  our  stuff  by  boat  most  of  the 
way.  . . 


"I  think  getting  used  to  the  Spanish  language  will  be 
the  hardest  thing,  but  I suppose  it’s  no  worse  for  us  than 
it  was  for  the  Germans  and  Norwegians  who  came  to  this 
country  for  the  same  reason  we  are  leaving  it.  Mary, 
Hubert,  Cecil  and,  I think,  Howard,  Jr.,  are  coming 
over  to  Mobile  to  take  Spanish  lessons  two  evenings  a 
week,  trying  to  prepare  themselves  a little. 

"Mary  [Mendenhall]  has  started  teaching  our  Friends 
School.  When  we  go  it  will  take  all  the  school  except 
William  Mills  children.  We  do  feel  sorry  to  leave  the 
Meeting  here  and  break  up  the  school.  It’s  not  easy  to 
leave  our  homes  and  the  country  we  love  so  dearly.  But 
to  live  in  peace  and  bring  up  our  children  in  that  way 
seems  more  important.  I have  run  on  at  length,  not  know- 
ing what  you  have  heard  before.  Please,  give  our  love  to 
the  relatives.  Write  soon.  As  ever,  Ruth.” 


PUBLICATIONS 

Bob  Luitweiler’s  program  of  travel  and  intervisitation 
for  Peace  Builders  is  described  at  some  length  in  a pam- 
phlet of  the  same  title.  Besides  describing  the  program 
at  some  length  it  now  gives  addresses  and  contact  centers 
of  working  committees  in  Canada  (Meryl  Olsen,  2337 
McIntyre  St.,  Regina,  Sask.),  England  (Connie  Jones,  35 
Hampton  Rd.,  Birmingham  6),  France  (Mme.  Duclos,  9 
rue  Lagrange,  Paris  50),  Switzerland  (Joanne  Rudnyt- 
SKY,  5 Passage  des  Lions,  Geneva),  Germany  (Fam. 
Hertling,  Hamburg  Volksdorf,  Wolfsdorferweg  77), 
Belgium  (M.  & A.  Willems,  123  Cite  Astrid,  Quaregnon), 
Holland  (Hubregt  van  der  Meulen,  D.  W.  Kamp, 
Kamer  4,  Vledder  (Dr),  Denmark  (Uffe  Kjems, 
Halmsvej  6,  Silkeborg),  Norway  (Kaare  Bullvaag, 
Baldersgt.  XX  15,  Oslo),  Finland  (Guy  von  Weisen- 
BERG,  Mikelgtn  25  A,  Helsinki),  Brazil  (Carlos  and 
Ellen  Wright,  17  Rue  Antonina,  Sao  Paulo).  The 
Working  Committee  in  the  U.S.A.  and  from  which  these 
pamphlets  may  be  obtained  is  at  1108  Sterling  Ave., 
Berkeley  8,  Calif. 

V ^ 

Prom  the  Northwest  comes  the  Socialist  Searchlight, 
mimeographed  and  edited  by  Ethel  M.  Bowes,  1705  Fir 
St.,  Salem,  Oregon.  This  monthly  newsletter  and  bulletin 
of  comment  is  lively  and  useful. 

¥ ¥ 

The  Organic  Farmer,  (Emmaus,  Penna.)  a new  maga- 
zine that  attacks  chemical  fertilizers  and  poison  sprays,  is 
a well  printed  and  illustrated  monthly  which  . . has 
been  organized  because  of  a realization  that  everything 
IS  not  all  right  with  our  agriculture.”  The  first  issue  to 
come  this  way  consists  largely  of  personal  letters  describ- 
ing individual  experiments  with  organic  principles  of 
farming. 

* IS 

Prepared  by  the  Committee  of  Ministry  and  Counsel  and 
the  Committee  of  Overseers  of  the  Friends  Meeting  of 
Washington,  D.C.  (2111  Florida  Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington 
8,  D.C.)  is  a suggested  Basic  List  of  Quaker  Reading. 
Less  than  two  dozen  books  are  described  witli  guidance 
as  to  their  best  use.  A very  helpful  study  guide. 


One  of  the  interesting  quotations  which  came  from 
the  Second  Annual  Conference  of  Evangelical  Friends 
which  met  last  summer  (June  21-25)  at  University  Friends 
Church  in  Wichita,  Kansas  came  from  Frederick  B. 
Baker  of  Oregon;  "When  a church  reaches  a solid  mem- 
bership of  one  hundred — it  ought  to  swarm!” 


George  and  Evelyn  Burcham  (Route  i.  Box  817, 
Tracy,  Calif.)  announce  through  a gaily  illustrated  cata- 
logue the  "B's  Hive  Shop”,  a mail  order  house  for  quality 
made  Christmas  gifts:  blocks,  toys,  dolls,  shirts. 


^imcU  Auiletut 
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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  AND 
PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 

Clerk:  Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini,  Riverside, 
Calif.;  Alternate  Clerk:  Vern  James,  604  Ten- 
nyson, Palo  Alto,  Calif.;  Recording  Clerk:  Ruth 
ScHMOE,  13434  40th  N.E.,  Seattle,  Wash.;  Treas- 
urer: Robert  Simkin,  1032  W.  36th  Los  Angeles  7, 
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Redlands,  Calif.;  Reading  Clerk:  Dorothy  Lash, 
Box  2255,  R.  R.  5,  Victoria,  B.  C. 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

James  F.  Walker  has  been  appointed  as  the  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Friends  World  Committee,  American  Sec- 
tion, and  the  American  Friends  Fellowship  Council  to 
serve  until  after  the  Friends  World  Conference  in  1952. 

James  Walker  was  born  in  Flushing,  Ohio,  a member 
of  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting,  Barneville.  He  attended  the 
Friends  School  at  Barnesville,  and  Westtown.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Ohio  State  University,  and  received  his 
master’s  degree  in  education  from  Harvard  University. 
From  1914  to  1924  he  was  a member  of  the  Westtown 
Faculty.  In  the  summer  of  1924  he  was  sent  to  England 


as  a member  of  the  Young  Friends  visitation  group,  and 
to  study  Friends’  education  in  England.  He  has  served 
as  Principal  of  Westtown  School  from  1925  to  1950. 

He  has  traveled  among  Friends  and  is  at  present  Clerk 
of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  (Arch  Street).  As  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Section,  Friends  World  Committee 
he  will  have  the  responsibility  for  the  promotion  of  plans 
for  the  Friends  World  Conference  of  Friends  to  be  held 
at  Oxford,  England,  July  28-August  6,  1952. 

* ❖ *4; 

The  columns  of  the  Friends  Bulletin  have  often  served 
for  introducing  interesting  people  to  each  other.  Such 
a person  is  Peter  Cronshaw,  (7943  Prospect  Place,  La 
Jolla,  Calif.)  who  writes  his  own  introduction:  ”I  am  an 
English  Friend  and  a member  of  the  F.O.R.  and  the  Peace 
Pledge  Union  of  London,  and  was  a C.O.  in  England 
during  the  last  war  when  I did  land  work  in  the  counties 
of  Middlesex  and  Worcester.  After  my  release  from  this 
work  in  July,  1946  I came  to  America  ...  to  Santa 
Monica  where  I stayed  for  9 months  and  was  a member 
of  the  Santa  Monica  Friends  Meeting.  From  S.M.  I 
went  to  New  Orleans  for  3 months  where  I contacted 
Friends  ...  I then  went  to  Trinidad,  B.W.I.,  ...  to  Cape 
Town,  South  Africa  where  I lived  for  18  months.  During 
that  time  I made  a tour  of  the  Union  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Cape  Town  Meeting  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Friends  in  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria  . . . This 
tour  coupled  with  those  18  months  in  Cape  Town  gave 
me  a pretty  good  picture  of  the  racial  set-up  and  its 
problems  in  South  Africa  today.  I shall  never  forget 
the  excitement  which  swept  the  country  during  the  elec- 
tions last  year  when  Smuts  was  ousted  . . . Finally  I am 
now  helping  by  father  compile  the  first  encyclopaedia  of 
technical  and  scientific  information.” 
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